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| NT. RETRO ROB’ S BASEMENT

W see a few panning shots of a typical nerd s basenent,
conplete with VHS coll ections and BetaMax pl ayers.

It’s a warm spring day, but we’d never know that here, the
basenment is always |it with incandescent bul bs, never
changi ng.

It is 2006, the internet is a budding young entertai nnent
platformwaiting to be expl ored.

The soft blue gl ow of the tel evision envel opes our young
entertai nment guru.

Hi s nane is Retro-Rob, the persona he’'s adopted on severa
internet foruns and chatroons. He | ooks into the canera as
he addresses hi s audi ence.

RETRO ROB
Greetings, ganers. My nane is
Retro- Rob of the C assic Gane
Consol e Coll ectors Forum and |’
tell you what, people are always
asking ne one question: what’'s the
wor st gane you’ ve ever played?

He reached over to the table next to himand picks up a beer
bottle. He takes a swig and relishes it as it goes down
snoot h.

W close in on his face.

RETRO ROB
|’ve played a | ot of ganes in ny
time and only one has given ne the
di spl easure, the dissatisfaction,
the conplete fuck ne up the
backsi de and not have the common
decency to give ne the
reach-around. That gane, is E T.
for the Atari 2600.

He holds up the cartridge as he says the title, then puts
the game into the Atari system al ready hooked up to the
t el evi si on.

He flips a switch on the console and it boots up, the screen
glowing with the awful face of E. T.

He | ooks over the screen with absol ute disgust.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

RETRO ROB
Just the sight of that nmakes ne
want to throw up out of ny eye
socket s.

He turns again to the audience.

RETRO ROB
Designed in 1982 to coincide with
the rel ease of the popul ar novie of
the sane title-
(con’t)

He holds up a VHS copy of E.T.

RETRO ROB
(con’t)
The abom nation of an interactive
turd machi ne didn’t even cone cl ose
to |l evel s of success the novie did.

The novie was a revol utionary,
cinenmatic hit that revitalized the
sales of a certain Reese’s Pieces.
The gane singl e-handedly caused the
vi deo gane crash of 1983.

I NT. FBI AGENT' S OFFI CE

Sonmewhere in sone unknown governnent building, a tired and
bored FBI Agent sits lazily over his desk, with seem ngly
not hing to do.

Suddenly, a small tracking device on his desk starts to beep
and flash a light. The device is covered in dust and clearly
hasn’t been turned on like this in many years.

A small late-80"s TV sits on the desk and blips to life,
churning out a very outdated map. A black screen with yell ow
vector graphics outline the united states where a blip on
the map blinks in sync with the device on his desk.

The images on the screen are reflected onto his face, which
wakes himup fromhis trance.

The FBI Agent sits up in amazenent. This is what he was
trained for, he just never expected after all these years
he’d actually be able to do it. The screen continues to zoom
inon the map of the US as it triangul ates the exact

| ocation of the signal.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

He opens a drawer, revealing a dusty wal kman with a tape
already inserted that is |labled "PLAY IN CASE OF E. T. 2600."
He puts on sone ol d headphones and begins to play the tape.

We don’t hear what’'s said on the tape, but the Agent’s eyes
light up as he understands his instructions, and he gets up
to | eave. The conputer system has finished zoomng in on a

| ocation (probably in Chio) with a very lowrez i mge of our
prot agoni st, Retro Rob, and all of his information.

However, the Agent has already |eft the office and we end
t he scene frozen on his conputer screen, |ooking at Rob.

| NT. RETRO ROB' S BASEMENT
Meanwhi | e, Rob has begun his review of the gane.

RETRO ROB

(v.o0.)
The gane is pretty sinple: it’s an
adventure ganme where you play as
the titular ET. the Extra
Terrestrial. Your goal is to
traverse the nmany stages and | ocate
the pieces to your tel ephone so
that you can phone home, much Iike
in the novie.

He | ooks at the canera.

RETRO ROB
But, of course, it’s never actually
that sinmple, is it? Once you find
the pieces to this phone, you have
to be in an exact spot sonmewhere on
the map to be able to actually use
it.

He conti nues.

RETRO ROB
(v.o0.)
But good fucking luck even getting
t hese pi eces, because the whole
world is littered with pits! Big
holes in the ground that swall ow
you up if you get too close!



EXT. STREET

The FBI Agent races down the street, dodging traffic and
speedi ng past pedestri ans.

AGENT
Fuck fuck fuck.

| NT. RETRO ROB’ S BASEMENT

RETRO ROB
(v.o0.)
You go around col |l ecting Reese’s
Pieces like in the novie and they
give you nore tinme to conplete your
m ssi on.

He | ooks into the canera.

RETRO ROB
This ganme is in a way sort of ahead
of its tine, trying to push
at nrosphere and worl d buil ding as
the mai n obstacl es and chal | enges
over just sinple score-based
gamepl ay.

He shows images of Pac-nman and Donkey Kong on the 2600.

RETRO ROB
But considering that ganes of the
time | ooked nostly like this, why
even bother? It’s limted inits
desi gn scope as to what the Atari
was capabl e of doing.

EXT. RETRO ROB’S FRONT YARD

The FBI Agent has reached Rob’s house. He approaches and

| ooks at the location device, it has a tinme count-down on it
that says "TIME UNTIL GAME COMPLETION' and it’s quickly
counti ng down towards zero.

AGENT
God, | hope there’s still tine.



RETRO ROB
There' s always this stupid FBI
Agent follow ng you around trying
to stop you from phoni ng hone! What
does he care about you phoni ng hone
anyway ?

Suddenly the FBI Agent bursts through Rob’s door.

AGENT
Because that cartridge is rigged!
| f you conplete the third | evel and
have E. T. phone hone, it wll
contact it’'s true creators!

RETRO ROB
True creators? This is just a
shitty 2600 gane, dude. It’s not
t hat serious.

AGENT
Rob, |’ve been nonitoring you,
you’' re one of the special few who
are in possession of that gane
cartridge, one of the original runs
before Atari had them all bani shed
to a landfill!

RETRO ROB
| don’t quite understand what’s
happeni ng here. Who are you?

AGENT
If that gane is conpleted it wll
activate a signal that will contact
the original devel opers of the gane
who were piggy backing on the
success of the novie, and
ironically, it being about an
alien, to conquer our planet and
ensl ave manki nd!

RETRO ROB
How did you get into ny house?

AGENT
There’s no tine to explain, just
under stand t hat whatever you do,
you nustn’t conplete that gane.

RETRO ROB
| was just playing this ganme for ny
new revi ew channel on the internet.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

RETRO ROB (cont’ d)
And you're a little too late, |
al ready beat it.



